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KUMA - Katsuyuki Shinohara

Born in Sapporo in 1942. raised in the iron city of Muroran.
Ran away from home before graduating from high school
and moved to Tokyo. After dropping out of Musashino
Art University, worked for several years as a graphic
designer at an advertising company. After retiring, he
shaved his head as a statement of his determination not to
go back to being a company employee. In 1973-1979, he
was in charge of posters and stage design for Jokyo Gekijo
(Situation Theatre). 1981, his essay "Life is Dayumonde"
attracted attention. In 1985, he was struck by the sight of
iron exposed from the rubble of a building demolition site
in the city centre, and declared himself an 'iron artist'
energetically producing works using scrap iron as material.
In 1995, he set up a workshop equipped with a cupola
furnace in Hokuto City, Yamanashi Prefecture. His
dynamic forms made from iron, glass and stone, which
respond to natural energies such as light, wind, earth and
water, are produced, exhibited and permanently installed
in Japan and abroad. 2009 'Hashire UMI' (Kodansha)
won the Shogakukan Children's Publishing Culture Award.
2015 'Koppu' (Bungeishunju) [zumi Kyoka Literature
Award. 2019 starts forming a piece of earth by hand
(instead of using a potter's weel,etc.) and baking bowls
{Karappo}. 2021 moves to Nara.

The rough lines scratched by a nail, the cracks,
even the bottom of a tea bowl that looks
crushed - all of these things

are nothing but “the joy of being alive.”
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A portion of the proceeds from the sales of the exhibited works will be donated
to Todaiji Ryoiku Hospital for Children.
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South of Nigatsu-do Hall, Hokke-do Hall
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