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13 5 [E{E= (Nara “To-kae”)

Tokae is held in Nara every August.

About 20,000 candles are lit up by its participants and volunteers around Nara Park for ten consecutive nights. Nara
Park is surrounded by magnificent nature and World Heritage sites such as Todaiji Temple, Kofukuji Temple, and
Kasuga-Taisha Shrine.

‘Toka’ refers to the flower-shaped remains after a candle wick burns out. These remains are believed to bring good
fortune, hence the event was named after it.

There are several ritual ceremonies related to fire in Nara that stretch back to ancient times. Ancient people believed
that they could look deeply into their hearts through fire and prayed to their deities. Tokae has passed down this
spirit and each flame represents a wish for world peace and well-being.

Over 900,000 people join the event every year and it continues to rise in popularity.

Nara is renowned for its long history. The city is quiet and dark at night. Therefore, candle flames glowing at night
in the park create a magnificent and spiritual atmosphere that helps visitors heal and feel warm. This scenery is quite
different from daytime.

—Z —I& (Ikkyaku Itto) - Your own individual lantern at the Nara Tokae Festival

Nara invites you to light your own candle and lantern on the festival grounds! By participating in the event your
experience of the spiritual nature, atmosphere and tradition of the Tokae will be enhanced. Your donation of 500
yen pays for candles for next year’ s event. By participating, your light multiplies and grows into the following year
and beyond!

- Date & Time: From August 5 to August 14, 19:00 to 21:30 (Participation accepted from: 19:00 to 21:00)

- Reception Counter: Nara Kasugano International Forum IRAKA

- Participation Fee: 500 yen ( “Sange” (flowers) will be offered to participants as a commemorative gift)

% The festival may be canceled due to traffic or weather conditions.
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Information Attention!

Lost Child : In case of a lost child, please report to the nearest Tokae information booth. Our staff will assist you. Take Good Care of the Deer : The deer in Nara Park have been designated as a national natural monument. Do not hit
or chase them.

Do Not Litter! : The deer sometimes die after mistakenly eating trash.Never litter or leave your trash behind.

There are no trash cans in Nara Park. Please be sure to take your trash with you.
If you purchase food and/or drink at a nearby store, please take their containers to the trash cans at the store.

Lost and Found Items : If you lose an item at a Tokae venue, please report it to the nearest Tokae information booth or
contact us. We will report it to the police box in front of Kintetsu Nara Station.

If you find an item that appears to have been lost or left behind by someone, please bring it to your nearest police box
or report it to the Tokae information booth.

Tiness or Injury : In case of illness or injury, please notify the nearest Tokae information booth. First aid will be given at The festival may be canceled due to rain or inclement weather. ©® General Inquiries : 0742(21)7517
the first aid station. If the person is unable to move, notify a staff member wearing a red T-shirt. Navigation Dial (For information regarding event cancellation in case of rain) : 0570-010-855
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